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THEME: 
EDUCATION IN THE INFORMATION AGE: GLOBAL CHALLENGES AND ENHANCEMENT STRATEGIES
Rationale

The emergence of a knowledge-based society poses new challenges to education. Increasing globalization, rapid technological change and emergence of the knowledge all call for re-examination of education’s pivotal role. In the information age, education can no longer be an initial activity preparing one for a productive life, but rather a continuous necessity to cope with society’s changing demands. Globalization has made education an imperative for socio-economic development worldwide. Developing countries face particular challenges in extending educational opportunities to all and enhancing the effectiveness of traditional school systems in meeting basic learning needs. At the same time the technological developments of the information age provide education with the means of closing the gap between developed nations and developing nations, ensuring sustainable development, and strengthening democracy.

To meet the challenges of the information age, it is imperative to consider:

· The impact of information in today’s global society and the implications of this for the teaching/learning process;

· The opportunities and challenges offered by globalization and the role of education in preparing young people to meet these;

· Strategies for utilizing current knowledge about how people learn in creating more effective and engaging student-centered learning environments;

· The essential conditions for successful integration of ICTs into education and the competencies required to fully benefit from the new technology.

These critical areas require further study and explication of enhancement strategies if education is to meet the challenges of the information age.
Sub-themes

	Education for knowledge societies
	Information and the world of work

	Information literacy
	Equity in education

	Creativity and global challenges
	Quality assurance in education

	Challenges in information technology
	Infrastructure for the Information Age

	Knowledge management
	Re-tooling education for the Information age

	Lifelong education
	Emerging issues in the Information Age


Dates: June 17 – 21, 2008
Arrival


Tuesday, June 17, 2008





Conference 

Wednesday – Friday, June 18-20, 2008





Departure 

Saturday, June 21, 2008

Registration Fees:

International participants
$100





African participants

$50





Nigerian participants

N5, 000.00
Call for Abstracts:
Intending participants should submit an abstract of not more than 250 words online to unnfeic2008@yahoo.com with their name and address, topic and related sub-theme, and mode of presentation.
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